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Legitimacy3

Legitimacy

Enabling the 
political system to 
be operated within 

social systems. Legitimacy of 
political system is 

related to its 
ability to maintain 

its contingent 
complexity 

(handling many 
possibilities). 

Legitimacy doesn’t 
rely on normative 
principles, ethical 
view’s the will of 

the people, moral 
values or any 

humanist 
attributes. 

Legitimacy comes 
with procedure; 

clean and smooth. 

Legitimacy doesn’t 
refer to content of 
the decision but to 
the way it has been 
made (procedure)

Legitimacy is 
proved via two 

characteristics: 
decision is made 

and its reach a 
consensus, 

therefore it can be 
regulated. 

Legitimacy 
provides the 

government the 
power. 

With legitimacy, 
power in political 

systems can be 
limited and less 
concentrated. 



Civil Society4

 Overrated concept.
 Political systems doesn’t control

society, as might be assumed by
civil society groups.

 Every social system, including 
political systems is limited by other 
social systems.

 Civil society groups are a filtered 
group in helping the political system
for mapping its environment.

 Civil society groups are a structural 
coupling between political system
(action) and mass media systems 
(information)



Morality5

 Government-Opposition; neither
good nor bad (this distinction is a 
value-free).

 Politics is amoral system, the same 
with the other systems.

 Politicians with higher morality may 
be harmed to democracy.

 As long as moral communication is 
not too strong, political systems can 
still function very well, because, 
ironically speaking, these systems 
can tolerate morality based on its 
amoral code.



Power6

The function of power is only possible because “the means of power can be deployed.” (Refer 
to Arendt on the distinction of power-violence).



Democracy7

 Democracy is not the rule of the people or
to be based on participation; but, on the 
stable relation between government (with 
power)  and opposition (powerless). The 
greatest achievement of this distinction is 
that it gives possibility to change the 
government.

 Providing systemic and structural 
“guarantees of a broad region of selection” 
in politics.

 Demonstrating great flexibility in 
responding its environment.

 The most powerful systems (i.e, political 
system) are always those which allow for 
many possibilities and options in their 
internal function. The system should be 
always in a ‘broad horizon’ (Hans-Ulrich 
Gumbrecht).



Thank you.
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