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Definition

Place + memory — “Ability of place to make the 
past come to life in the present and thus contribute 

to the production and reproduction of social 
memory.”

Cresswell, Tim. 2015. Place: An Introduction. Malden, Oxford & WessSussex: Wiley Blackwell.



Introduction



Study of Place

Traditional View: Field of Geography

Currently: Multidisciplinary

• Subject of study + methodology

• Sociology, geography, psychology, etc

Simplicity—Everyday Life

Complexity—Academic Life

 Town planner – Built environment
 Ecologist - Bioregion
 Philosopher – Being-in-the-world
 Sociologist – Social space



Study of Place
Geography (= Place) is a big business.

Politicians

Businessperson

Tourists

Police forces 
Security services

OpenStreetMap

Protesters

Local restaurants



Place Home



Place Home
Everything is in order;
‘There is no place like home’;  
Home ≠ house;
Familiarity;
Comfortable.



Place Home
Home is where you can be yourself. In this sense home acts as a kind of metaphor for 
place in general.

In-Place
Feeling at Home (Being insider)

Rootedness
Sense of attachment
Sense of belonging
Center of meaning
Field of care
Specificity
Identity
Ownership
Authenticity—
 Genuine and sincere attitudes
 Complete awareness
 Not taken for granted
 Acceptance of responsibility

Out-of-Place
Feeling of Homelessness (Being outsider)



Methodology



How to approach the study of place?

1. A descriptive approach to place
• What: Unique and particular entity

• Who: Regional geographers

2. A social constructivist approach to place
• What: Social processes

• Who: Marxist, feminists and poststructuralists

3. A phenomenological approach to place
• What: Essence, universal values

• Who: Humanistic geographers, neo-humanists and phenomenological philosophers



Place (A social constructivist approach to place)

“Place, in whatever guise, is like space and time, 
a social construct. This is the baseline 
proposition from which I start. The only 
interesting question that can then be asked is: 
by what social process(es) is place 
constructed?”
Harvey, David. 1996. Justice, Nature, and the Geography of Difference.  
Cambridge: Blackwell Publishers.

In general, places are never complete, finished, 
or bounded but are always becoming – in 
process. 
Cresswell, Tim. 2015. Place: An Introduction. Malden, Oxford & Wess Sussex: Wiley 
Blackwell.



Edward Soja’s Trialectics of Spatiality

Firstspace

Real space

 Empirically measurable
 Mappable phenomena

 Concrete materiality of spatial 
forms

Human geography

Material

Thirdspace

Lived space

 Practiced space – a dualistic 
thinking to the concept of space

 The way that people actually live
in and experience that urban 

space
 Place is made and remade on 

daily basis

Real-and-imagined

Secondspace

Perceived space

 Subjective and imagined space
 Domain for imagination, 

representation and image
 Human spatiality in mental forms

Humanist critique for positivist 
concepts of space

mental

Third category
Middle-range position



The Function of Thirdscape

Place provides a template for practice – an unstable stable stage for performance. Thinking of 
place as performed and practiced can help us think of place in radically open and non-
essentialised ways, where place is constantly struggled over and reimagined in practical ways. 
Place is the raw material for the creative production of identity rather than an a priori label of 
identity. Places provides the conditions of possibility for creative social practice.

Cresswell, Tim. 2015. Place: An Introduction. Malden, Oxford & Wess Sussex: Wiley Blackwell.

A: I use Thirdspace to refer to a 
particular way of thinking about 
and interpreting socially produced 
space. It is a way of thinking that 
sees the spatiality of our lives, the 
human geographies in which we 
live, as having the same scope and 
critical significance as the 
historical and social dimensions of 
our lives.

Q: What do you 
mean by 
Thirdspace?

Borch, Christian. 2002. 
Interview with Edward W. 
Soja: Thirdspace, 
Postmetropolis, and Social 
Theory. Distinktion: 
Scandinavian Journal of 
Social Theory 3(1): 113-120



Place as a sociological concept



Place, Space, Landscape

Place
“Places have space between them”

“Place is to pause”

“Naming; Marking; Ownership”

Space
“Accessibility”

“Space is to move”

“Connecting; Relating; Neutral-
area”

Landscape
“portion of the earth’s surface that 

can be viewed from one spot”

“material topography”

“intensely visual idea”

“we do not live in landscapes—we 
look at them”



Place = Space + Meaning
Meaning is constructed based on:

- Location (fixed objective coordinates—where)

- Locale (material setting for social relations; the actual shape of place—what)

- Sense of place (subjective and emotional attachment—how)

E.g. Hyderabad

Agnew, J.A. 1987. Place and Politics: The Geographical Mediation of State and Society. Boston: Allen & Unwin.



Place

Attachment
Connection

Seeing, knowing, understanding the world
Meaning

Experience 

People Place

Baghdad
Milan
Ahlat

City, Villages, Town, Neighbourhoods, etc



Applying Place to Architecture



The Function of 
Architecture in 
Urban 
Environment

"Architecture is not only about domesticating space," writes 
Karsten Harries, "it is also a deep defense against the terror of 
time. The language of beauty is essentially the language of 
timeless reality." We are equally frightened of being left outside 
the progression of time as being lost in the anonymity and 
meaninglessness of space. The mental roles of these two 
fundamental existential dimensions are curiously reversed. In 
terms of space, we yearn for specificity, whereas in our temporal 
experience we desire a sense of continuity. Consequently, 
architecture has to create a specificity of space and place, and at 
the same time, evoke the experience of a temporal continuum.”[]
Pallasmaa, Juhani. 1998. The Space of Time, Oz, 20. Retrieved 28 July 2015 from 
newprairiepress.org

Buildings are storage houses and museums of time and silence. 
Architectural structures have the capacity of transforming, 
speeding up, slowing down and halting time.[]
Pallasmaa, Juhani. 2009. 'Space, Place, Memory and Imagination: The Temporal Dimension of 
Existential Space', in Marc Treib (Ed.) Spatial Recall: Memory in Architecture and Landscape. New 
York: Routledge, 16-41.



The Function of 
Architecture in 
Urban 
Environment

The role of objects within the home as commemorative and 
memorials is important. Even when an object is not displayed 
formally on a mantelpiece, its presence acts to reminds residents 
of their connection to people, places, and events in the past. In 
this sense, objects can serve as a trigger for narrativization.[]
Woodward, Ian. 2009. 'Material Culture and Narrative: Fusing Myth, Materiality, and Meaning', in 
Phillip Vannini (Ed.) Material Culture and Technology in Everyday Life: Ethnographic Approaches. 
New York: Peter Lang, 59-72.



Working with Place



Working with place
Spatial classification (people, things and practices), Exclusion, In-place vs Out-of-place

Place and Social Analysis

Crossing a line - Local cultures / Norms

Boundary-making in relation to place - Visibility/Invisibility
- Irritated Activities
- Public expectation
- Safe/Unsafe spaces
- Complicated daily  lives
- Displacement
- Labelling
- Social categories

Well understood symbol / Identity / Physical connection - Material manifestations
- Iconic consciousness

Induced-values - Discrimination
- Hatred
- Prejudice

Recognition development - Legal rights
- Global trends
- Having a community
- Authority initiatives



Working with place
Spatial classification (people, things and practices), Exclusion, In-place vs Out-of-place

Unvaccinated people, Sexuality

Crossing a line
- Local cultures / Norms

Healthy/Unhealthy; 
Religious/Irreligious

Boundary-making in relation to place
- Visibility/Invisibility
- Irritated Activities
- Public expectation
- Safe/Unsafe spaces
- Complicated daily  lives
- Displacement
- Labelling
- Social categories

A pandemic of unvaccinated 
people; Deviant behaviour

Well understood symbol / Identity / Physical connection
- Material manifestations
- Iconic consciousness

Dress codes

Induced-values
- Discrimination
- Hatred
- Prejudice

Sceptical; Anti-vax; Uneducated

Recognition development
- Legal rights
- Global trends
- Having a community
- Authority initiatives

Human rights; Freedom; Evident 
based practices



Working with place

Homeless, Refugees

Crossing a line
- Local cultures / Norms

Worthy/Unworthy; Use/Useless

Boundary-making in relation to place
- Visibility/Invisibility
- Irritated Activities
- Public expectation
- Safe/Unsafe spaces
- Complicated daily  lives
- Displacement
- Labelling
- Social categories

A human form of litter;
Jobless;
Poor;
Family broken;
No private space

Well understood symbol / Identity / Physical connection
- Material manifestations
- Iconic consciousness

Parks; Beggar

Induced-values
- Discrimination
- Hatred
- Prejudice

Not a social problem, it’s individual 
problem

Recognition development
- Legal rights
- Global trends
- Having a community
- Authority initiatives

Kitchen soup; Shelter



Working with place

Animals, Forest

Crossing a line
- Local cultures / Norms

Boundary-making in relation to place
- Visibility/Invisibility
- Irritated Activities
- Public expectation
- Safe/Unsafe spaces
- Complicated daily  lives
- Displacement
- Labelling
- Social categories

Well understood symbol / Identity / Physical connection
- Material manifestations
- Iconic consciousness

Induced-values
- Discrimination
- Hatred
- Prejudice

Recognition development
- Legal rights
- Global trends
- Having a community
- Authority initiatives



Placelessness Nonplace



Placelessness

Erosion of place
 Because of: Mass communication + increased 

mobility + consumer society
 Activities: Mobility Modern travel Tourism 

( placelessness)
 Outcome: Homogenisation of the world

- Look + feel + sound + smell = the senses are the same, globally
- Detaching space vs local environment

 The ubiquity of culture (Luhmann: world society) 
Mass culture Mass values



Nonplace 
Placelessness

Nonplace is a very different from a traditional 
humanistic conception of place as a location full 
of meaning to which people become profoundly 
attached. Nonplaces are marked by a lack of 
attachment, by constant circulation, 
communication, and consumption that act against 
developing social bonds and bonds between 
people and the world. These nonplaces are marked 
by a plethora of texts, screens, and signs which 
facilitate mediated relationships between people 
and places rather than direct ones.[] 

One of the alleged prime causes of placelessness
and nonplace is increased mobility.[]

Cresswell, Tim. 2009. 'Place', in Nigel Thrift & Rob Kitchen (eds.) International 
Encyclopedia of Human Geography, Volume 8. Oxford: Elsevier, 169-177.



Placelessness

“When the essence of 
'place' disappears, 'place' 
becomes 'placelessness. 
When 'place' becomes 
'placelessness,' it becomes 
more abstract and 
intangible.”

Chung-To, Au: 2008. Modernist Aesthetics in Taaiwanese Poetry 
since the 1950s. Leiden & Boston: Brill.



Nonplace

The multiplication of what we may call empirical non-places is 
characteristic of the contemporary world. Spaces of circulation 
(freeways, airways), consumption (department stores, 
supermarkets), and communication (telephones, faxes, television, 
cable networks) are taking up more room all over the earth today. 
They are spaces where people coexist or cohabit without living 
together 

Auge, Marc. 1995. Non-places: Introduction to an Anthropology of Supermodernity. London & New York: Verso.



Emplacing memory
“Memory fuels our understanding of place and identity.”

“Memory and sense of place have to do with more than 'physical' monuments and structures. In 
other words, the idea and imagined reality of place coexists with established and factual 
understandings of a topographical, social, and demographic nature.”

“Such a pervasive, haunting energy is as unpredictable as it is powerful - memory permeates 
places and attaches itself onto things, big and small. As oral historian Alessandro Portelli (1997: 
32) suggests, “In memory, time becomes ‘place’.” Mnemonic traces and layers can be found 
everywhere as places (and things) gather 'stories, attitudes, opinions, and practices in a way 
that cannot be measured by instruments' (Turkel 2007: 227). Layers of history are thus 
sedimented over time (Cubitt 2007). Thus, memory is ‘living history, the remembered past that 
exists in the present' (Frisch 1990: xxiii).”

De Nardi, Sarah et all (Eds.). 2020. ‘Introduction’, in De Nardi, Sarah et all (Eds.). The Routledge Handbook of Memory and Place. 
London & New York: Routledge. 



Conclusion
“Materiality is only one aspect of the production of a place of 

memory in Hoskin's account it is always tied to narrative to stories 
(stories told about and with the bell in this case) and practices (the 

act of ringing, the construction of tours led by docents). Materiality, 
meaning and practices are combined in the production of a place of 

memory.”

Cresswell, Tim. 2015. Place: An Introduction. Malden, Oxford & WessSussex: Wiley Blackwell.



Thank you.


